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URBAN STRUCTURE

RESIDENTIAL AREAS

Commercial plaza at Shellard Ln. and Conklin Rd.  

New low-rise residential neighbourhood in West Brant

Established low-rise neighbourhood in north Brantford 
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DOWNTOWN

Harmony Square
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URBAN STRUCTURE

Dalhousie St. / Downtown Brantford 

George St. at Victoria Park / Downtown Brantford 

Expositor Place Building / Downtown Brantford 
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Future mixed use 

Gateway 
architecture

Future green connector 
street along Icomm Drive

opportunities

Improved trail
connections

Urban square with
pubic art opportunities
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welcoming entrance to Downtown with active public space for people to meet, sit and socialize 
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Lower Downtown Commercial Plaza 

Elements Casino Brantford 
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pedestrian-friendly public realm 
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Public park/community
gathering space

High-rise mixed use 

Connected street 
and block network with 

Enhanced trail and pedestrian connections 
with active building frontages 
and accessible public spaces

Direct access to Grand River 
and trail network 

Enhanced landscape elements 
along Icomm Drive

A
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View of Market Street South Facing South / 

View of Market Street South Facing North / 

View of Public Realm Along Trail / 

View of Trail Connection to Grand River /
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Trail connections and public art should be integrated

A

B
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Enhanced trail connections to the Grand River should be incorporated into development, including active 
frontages with retail and patio space facing the trail, public parks, and open space areas 

C

D
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Queen St. and Wellington St.  

Nelson St. and Charlotte St. 
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Via Rail Station
Gateway 

Upper Downtown 
Precinct 

Proposed urban square

Built form transition between low-
rise neighbourhood and 

mid-rise residential use node
Improved 

streetscapesVia Rail Station
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A

B
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INTENSIFICATION CORRIDORS

Mixed Use Building Nodes: 

Mixed Use Areas: 

Mid/High-Rise Residential Areas: 
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Residential Building Node

Kent and King George Rd. 
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Rise Residential Building Node
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Park Rd. N. and West St. low-rise townhouses 

Park Rd. N. retail plaza and high-rise development

Park Rd. N. mid- and high-rise apartment buildings 
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homes and converted dwellings 
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Residential 

Building Node
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Rise Residential Building Node

Colborne St. high-rise apartment
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Rise Residential 

Building Node

Large commercial plaza along 
Colborne St.  

Commercial plaza across Colborne 
St. from low-rise residential homes

Colborne St. mid-rise residential 
apartment building
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Residential Building Node
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Charring Cross and N. Park St. 
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Rise Residential Building Node

Henry and West St. 

rise homes on Henry St. 
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 NEIGHBOURHOOD CENTRES

.

D
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B

A

Precedent commercial plaza fronting key intersection / 

New secondary school 
and community centre  residential building  New community park 
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.

C

D

New stand alone 
commercial building 

Higher density mixed use 
building located at key 

intersection
located at 

key intersection
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 NEIGHBOURHOOD CORRIDORS

B

A

C
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A

Higher density mixed use 
buildings located at key 

intersection

buildings located along 
corridor

Stand alone 

uses located along 
the corridor 

Park/public open space 
provided in between new 

built form
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B

C

Precedent mid-rise townhouse and mixed use developments in established neighbourhood areas 
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 MAJOR COMMERCIAL CENTRES
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 EMPLOYMENT AREAS

Wescast Industries Inc. 
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 MAJOR INSTITUTIONAL 

Pauline Johnson Collegiate & Vocational School

Brantford General Hospital 
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PUBLIC REALM GUIDELINES

Guidelines: 

STREETS AND BLOCKS

blocks is encouraged / Downtown Brantford 
Neighbourhoods should incorporate a grid and 
laneway network with rectangular shaped blocks 
to encourage passive surveillance and pedestrian 
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Example low-rise 
residential building 
block depths 

Example mid-rise 
building block 
depths where 
transitional built 
form is located at 
the rear

Block Guidelines: 

Blocks exceeding 150 metres should provide mid-
block pedestrian connections

Example high-
rise residential 
block depths with 
transitional built form 
located at the rear
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 BOULEVARD DESIGN

A B

Individual Boulevard Elements

C

A

B

C
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Guidelines: 

Street furnishings should be paired with 
landscaping to provide a buffer from the 
road

Street furniture, bicycle parking, and street 
trees should be clustered in areas of high 
pedestrian activity / George St. 

A
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Landscaping along the street should enhance 
the pedestrian experience / Dalhousie St.
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Guidelines:

Continuous 
Sidewalks

Boulevard
Separation

B

both sides of the street with adequate boulevard 
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PUBLIC REALM GUIDELINES

Guidelines:

signage, and landscaping / King George Rd.   and provide spill-out retail opportunities 

Private

Signage

C
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Guidelines:

SIGNAGE

Sign optimized for pedestrians respects the existing 
character of the corridor / Brant St. 

Commercial signage optimized for vehicular

Signage should complement the architecture and 
character of a building / Dalhousie St.  
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foster a distinct identity / Dalhousie St. 

accommodated within key areas 
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Guidelines:
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PUBLIC REALM GUIDELINES

General Guidelines:

  ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION

Various forms of active transportation such as walking, cycling, and public transportation should be taken into  
consideration when developing the street 
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Guidelines: 

Pedestrian Routes for 
Transit Stops

Site Furnishings

Pedestrian Routes

Scaled LightingS l d Li hti
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PUBLIC REALM GUIDELINES

Trails, Bikeways, and Multi-use Path Circulation Guidelines: 

The SC Johnson Trail along the Grand River accommodates a wide range of users 
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Bicycle Parking Guidelines: 

Inverted “U” bicycle parking

Protected bicycle parking should be provided in 
high pedestrian activity areas and in proximity to 

Bicycle parking provided at Wayne Gretzky Sports 
Centre building entrance
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 TRANSIT

Guidelines: 

Transit shelters should enhance streetscape quality and 

Transit-oriented development is encouraged in areas 
surrounding the Downtown Transit Terminal 

provided in proximity to transit stations
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Guidelines: 

 ON-STREET PARKING
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Guidelines: 

be placed within the Downtown encouraged within West Brant appropriate for typical installs 

 LIGHTING
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Guidelines: 

 PUBLIC ART

Collection of the City of Brantford

“La Landscape de Kanata” Sign, Brantford 
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Guidelines: 

 NATURAL HERITAGE FEATURES, PARKS, OPEN  
     SPACES, MULTI-USE TRAILS AND THE WATERFRONT
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appropriate buffers, and accommodate landscaping elements that incorporate linkages 

To avoid backlotting, buildings should be 
made to front open spaces, parks, and 
natural features 

Public access to open spaces should be 
maximized through trail connectivity and the 
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PRIVATE REALM GUIDELINES

Guidelines: 

  ACCESSIBLE DESIGN

and the use of tactile warning trips proximity to an accessible and sloped building 
entrance
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Guidelines: 

  SUSTAINABLE DESIGN

Permeable Parking Lot / Huron Elementary School Bioswale /
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Existing mature trees and vegetation should 
be retained and new plant materials in 

Development should incorporate trees, 
plantings, and landscaped areas to encourage 
pleasant microclimates and minimize the heat 
island effect

Light coloured roofs have a high solar 

urban heat island effect.
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General Guidelines: 

 OFF-STREET PARKING

Parking for high rise residential buildings should 
be located below grade / Wellington St. 

Shared parking should be appropriately screened 
and is encouraged for mixed use buildings and 
mid to high rise buildings / Colborne St. E. 
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Surface parking and pathway orientation should be arranged to delineate clear pedestrian pathways, 
vehicle routes, and accessible parking, and accommodate landscaping, lighting, physical separations and 
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Guidelines:

Parking structures should provide active at-
grade uses and provide public art opportuni-

at-grade parking should not be visible / St. 

Structures fronting public streets and spaces 
should integrate within their surroundings / 
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Guidelines: 
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Guidelines: 

  BUILDING ORIENTATION AND SITE LAYOUT

paving, landscaping, and grade separation
Buildings should be oriented to face and feature 
public streets / Dalhousie St. 
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Guidelines:

 MATERIALS AND ARTICULATION

George St., Downtown Brantford
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Distinct architectural unit detailing provides visual 

Variation in decorative elements, signage, street 
furniture and entrances enhance the public realm 

Corner buildings provide valuable opportunities to 
implement distinct architectural elements 
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PRIVATE REALM GUIDELINES

Guidelines: 

 WASTE MANAGEMENT, LOADING 
     & OUTDOOR STORAGE AREAS
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Guidelines: 

 CRIME PREVENTION THROUGH
    ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN

Large Windows at 
Upper Levels Promote 
Casual Supervision of 
Street

Well Illuminated
Building Exterior

Pedestrian Scaled 
Lighting on Street

Clear Building Signage

Grade Promote 
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BUILT FORM GUIDELINES

General Low-Rise Guidelines:

 LOW-RISE RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS
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Front entrances should front the street and be fully visible, 
located at grade or at height of approximately 1.5 metres 

Walkways and large front porches should be provided 
to encourage pedestrian activity and safety within 
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Garage setbacks paired with additional architectural elements such as porches are encouraged to reduce the 
visual dominance of attached garages and vehicles / Carroll Ln. 
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New Low-Rise Guidelines: 

Neighbourhoods are enhanced when individual 
dwellings complement their surroundings while  
providing distinct architectural expression / Edith 

Controlled front yard setback variation provides 
visual interest on straight street blocks / Jamieson Ct. 
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Dwellings should be sited and articulated to address all 
street frontages / Stowe Terrace 

Townhouses should be developed with a high standard 

Complementary variation should be provided between 

Appendix D to Report No. 2020-139



BUILT FORM GUIDELINES

Guidelines:

 MID-RISE BUILDINGS
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Guidelines:

 HIGH-RISE BUILDINGS

Transition to low-rise should be 
accommodated through building 
design, stepbacks, and buffering /

Buildings should front onto collector 
and/or arterial streets, with highest 
heights located at intersections / 
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Buildings should include well designed and 
articulated podiums, middle sections, and tops / 

The design of podiums and entrances should enhance 
the pedestrian and public street environment
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incorporated through building design  
Where possible, parking should be designed 
to be located below ground
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High-Rise Slab Form Guidelines:
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Slab buildings should incorporate vertical architectural built form details that break up the overall mass of 
the structure / Vancouver, BC. 
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High-Rise Point Tower Guidelines:
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 MIXED USE BUILDINGS

Guidelines:
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 INSTITUTIONAL BUILDINGS

Guidelines:

provides drop-off areas, pedestrian access, and side yard parking
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 COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS AND PLAZAS

Guidelines:

Located towards key intersections, buildings should frame the street and pedestrian realm, with parking 
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introduce a more urban and pedestrian friendly environment through the introduction of higher density 
built form and mixed use buildings, which are encouraged to be oriented towards the street, with clear 

2015 2019
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 EMPLOYMENT BUILDINGS

Guidelines:

Employment buildings with publicly visible facades should be articulated through high quality design 
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Employment sites should include gateway entry features and landscape elements 
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 CULTURAL HERITAGE

Guidelines:

Compatible building addition to historic (non-
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URBAN DESIGN REPORT TERMS OF REFERENCE 
Purpose

Components of an Urban Design Report 
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APPENDIX A - URBAN DESIGN REPORT TERMS OF REFERENCE 
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ADDITIONAL DESIGN DOCUMENTS 
Provincial Legislation and Regulations 

City of Brantford Policies 

City of Brantford By-laws

City of Brantford Master Plans and Guidelines
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APPENDIX B - ADDITIONAL DESIGN DOCUMENTS 

City of Brantford Master Plans and Guidelines Continued
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