Appendix A: Display Boards from the Erie Avenue Meeting (with transcribed comments)

Alternative formats and communication supports available upon request. Please contact accessibility@brantford.ca or
519-759-4150 for assistance



Welcome to the

Erie Avenue

Potential Heritage Conservation District
Neighbourhood Open House

November 4, 2024




Erie Avenvue

Why Erie Avenue is a candidate for being a Heritage Conservation District:
» Erie Avenue is a historic road that runs through the heart of the Eagle Place community.

» Like other historic roads in Brantford, Erie Avenue was a focus of early development in and around Brantford.

» Historic development along Erie Avenue can be tracked back to the Early 1800s, and the street displays trends

from that period through the 1950s to the present day. In some stretches, the historic character of Erie Avenue
(both residential, and commercial) has been maintained for over a century.

Erie Avenue & Eagle Place, 1965 Erie Avenue & Eagle Place, 1907 Erie Avenue & Eagle Place, 1875
Excerpt: 1965 City Aerial Photos. Excerpt: 1907 Campbell Map.
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Consideration 1:

Are you interested in the history of Erie Avenue being
further researched and publicly commemorated?
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Tell us about Erie Avenvue...

...and what it means to yovu.

» What do you like about your neighbourhood?

» What do you feel makes your neighbourhood stand out from others in the City?

History
Strong sense of
neighbourhood.
Notg suburbia. — Erie Avenue is the
Young families. gateway to the new
downtown

Love Cockshutt Bridge area
and the Mohawk Development
Site on Birkett.

(The Grand River off Erie +
Birkett with NO more housing
developments.)

- Tree lined streets

- Large older brick homes
- Visually appealing

- Country feel / setting.

Old established
neighbourhood.

Strong neighbourhood
connections.

So different in a good way
from suburbia. CITY OF

BRANTFORD
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Let’s talk about Erie Avenue and change...

Let's consider change in a broad sense first:

» Are there changes that you think could be good for the neighbourhood? What are they?
» Which features of the neighbourhood should stay the same over the next 5, 10, 15 years or more?

» What types of change could be challenging in the neighbourhood? Is there a way to make that change with the Neighbourhood?

Some recent plans for the
creamery + 264 Erie just don't

A bike trail would be great.

fit. It would be nice and safer to
Incentives for homeowners to have sidewalks near the
maintain and upkeep schools.
properties + homes.
Challenging:

Developers buying up
properties to tear down and
build as much as they can
regardless of effect on rest of
neighbourhood |.E. 264 Erie,
Creamery.

Future changes that will be
challenging will be increased
traffic with more high density
housing being built in this
corridor and Freshco plaza
area.

Put in ring road.
Restrict truck traffic.

A safe walk to the dike on Erie

Limit traffic flow on Erie. Ave would be good.
Put in speed bumps.

Best changes — re-route truck , — _
traffic. Very dangerous ow for - Slowing or restricting traffic

i ol o) - Fgra]\;l:res? They are already amy m%}_
BRANTFORD




EE———————,.,,..LLLTL,—————————
What a Heritage Conservation District is

What is a Heritage Conservation District?

A tool under the Ontario Heritage Act that allows municipalities to formally recognize and celebrate the prevailing character of an area: the buildings and
their architecture; their setbacks and scale; the streetscape; and even the tree canopy. Change is possible, but conservation of the neighbourhood
character is the goal.

Examples of different types and scales of Heritage Conservation Districts:

Peterborough - The Avenues and
Neighbourhood HCD

Braniford - Victoria Park Square HCD

365 Properties

An example of a late 1800s to early 1900s suburb with a high
level of its historic character intact and sold as a designed

e, neighbourhood.

' Historic Value:
~ « Association with prominent family.
* Planned layout and consistent streetscapes.

* Range of historic architectural styles, with many Edwardian
styles present.

» Streetcar suburb, near the established town and industries.

| St. Thomas — Downtown HCD

12 Properties

An example of a downtown commercial and civic district
surrounding and aligned with the major views through Victoria
Park.

Historic Value:
« Association with a range of civic and commercial uses.
« Surrounds a formal park (Victoria Park).

« Many buildings align with major viewsheds through the
park.

» Range of historic architectural styles from the mid 1800s
through to the 1970s.

Brantford — Brant Avenue HCD

257 Properties

Another example of a downtown commercial HCD, this one
focused on a commercial main street that developed between
the 1870s and 1930s along with remaining railway lands which
spurred economic growth in the community.

Historic Value:
+ Commercial and mixed-use buildings fronting Talbot Street.

* Two distinct waves of development: 1870-1900 and 1900-
i 1930.

* Railway lands which contributed to the economic growth of
the downtown and broader community.

126 Properties

An example of historic thoroughfare which was
developed before 1914 and was predominantly
residential. Starting in the 1920s, conversion of
some properties from residential to office occurred
creating a mixed-use corridor.

Historic Value:

« Historic thoroughfare into and out of Brantford.

« Arange of historic architectural styles associated
with different eras of growth.

« Association with prominent families.
 Conversion with conservation.

T F O R D
=

BRANTFORD

BRANTFORD
HERITAGE
CONSERVATION DISTRICT
SEUBE =0xr A

Prepared for: Brantford Heritage
Committee

Prepared by: Townpride

ORD




Let’s talk about Erie Avenue and change...

Let’s consider some examples of change....

New construction: Look at each image below and rate each one. Let us know if you think it is “good” (if something like this was built, it would be a good
fit), “neutral” (not the best, but it does not clash), or “bad” (you think this style would not suit the neighbourhood).

= Victorian Modern Chateau / Second Empire Prairie Craftsman Other Period Revival
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If change happens, what aspects of neighbourhood character (if any) should be considered? What about regulated?

Scale? Materials (e.g., brick, stucco, siding)? Colour? Size/shape/design of doors and windows? Architectural detail? None of those?

What is meant by “considered” vs

“regulated”?

Considered: new development is encouraged

to follow this guideline.
Regulated: this aspect is

addressed, and not following the guideline could
be grounds for applications being denied.

B

expected to be
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Owning a Heritage Property

Can you renovate or alter a property in

a Heritage Conservation District? . Lebaady hahy h=lghhelincadand

property are designated; what are...

Yes, properties in a Heritage Conservation
District can be altered!

..the obligations on property owners?

1) When you are planning certain types of projects that
may impact the historic exterior of the house, you
may need to apply for and received approval of a
Heritage Permit.

* Interior-only renovations do not require
Heritage Permits (Building Permit may still

apply).

2) Maintain the property reasonably like the owner of

» Exterior renovations possible. any property should.
» Guidelines provide recommendations and - _ .
Strategles for malntenance’ addltlonS, Sodwindon R"é e ol a0 vindowcladin = hJ ...the benefits to owners*

1 1) Your neighbourhood’s history and character are

exterior alterations, and new construction .
formally recognized and protected.

within the District (tailored to the
neighbourhood character).

2) You can apply to the City’s Heritage Grant Program
(up to $20,000 in funding for eligible projects that
restore, repair, or conserve the property)

4 )

- | Consideration 2:
« A District Plan can recommend strategies to _ . _ _ _
enhance the neighbourhood (style of lighting, | | 7| Ein. G Eniim) Are you mteregted in herltage designation
street furniture, improving tree canopy, etc.). — | smmanicin™ | e | e & o al < being considered for Erie Avenue?

« A District Plan can exempt types of work
from requiring a Heritage Permit (Building
Permit may still apply).

building’s architectural style,
Peterborough. (Source: ERA)

Source: City of Peterborough Avenues and Neighbourhood HCD

« Permit process still allows alterations or el
demolition to occur with Council approval.
| @ j{f']'?_ffmm :

 District Plans can include a statement on
conservation intent to help inform owners
about the goals and scope of conservation.
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Are properties within Heritage Conservation
Districts “Designated Heritage Properties”?

Frequently Asked Questions

When is my neighbourhood being designated?

Will this affect my property taxes?

Yes, they are considered designated under the Ontario Heritage Act.

Some properties have individual designations that are specific to that
one property, under their own designating by-law. In a heritage
conservation district, the area is designated for the collective value of
the properties within it, under one designating by-law and a heritage
conservation district plan.

Do | need to spend more money to maintain a
Heritage property?

No. Designation does not impose any additional maintenance
requirements. Properties within the City of Brantford are subject to
the same by-laws (e.g., Property Standards By-law, Noise By-law,
etc.) whether or not they are designated heritage properties.

Please keep in mind that older buildings (whether or not they are
designated heritage properties) can sometimes require more, or
specialized, maintenance because of their age and/or materials.

Are there any Heritage Conservation Districts in
Brantford?

This project is simply asking the residents of these specific
neighbourhoods if they are interested in having the neighbourhood
recognized through heritage conservation district designation. None
of the neighbourhoods are scheduled to be designated at this
time.

Staff will consult the neighbourhoods and then report back to Council
on whether or not there is widespread interest in the neighbourhood
being designated.

What if only a small group owners want
neighbourhood designation?

A heritage conservation district does not increase property taxes.

Property taxes are set by property class, using the assessed value
calculated by the Municipal Property Assessment Corporation
(“MPAC”). Assessed value is often different than market value of a
property when it is bought and sold.

Will this affect my property’s resale value?

Yes, there are two heritage conservation districts in the City:

» Brant Avenue Heritage Conservation District (designated in 1988)

» Victoria Park Square Heritage Conservation District (designated
in 1991)

You can see details about each district by referring to their respective
District Studies on the City’s Heritage Planning Webpage
(Brantford.ca/Heritage) and the City’s Heritage Register.

How many Heritage Conservation Districts are there
in Ontario? Is there a way to find out more?

The exact recommendation will depend on the results of consultation,

but two possible approaches are:

« If there is interest from only a small number of owners, and there
is no clear pocket of interest, the City may offer those specific
owners the opportunity to have their properties individually
designated.

» If there is a smaller area of the neighbourhood where there is
overwhelming support for a heritage conservation district e.g. one
or two blocks within the larger neighbourhood), then staff may
recommend a heritage conservation district that is scoped to the
interested area.

What happens if most owners want a Heritage
Conservation District?

We have heard this story as well, and it's a legitimate concern. Owning
property is often the largest investment that someone will make.

This claim has been investigated and, in many cases, it turns out to be
untrue. We've included some links to case studies on the project
webpage (visit BuildBrantford.ca/HCDConsultation) that you can
read if you are interested.

Will this affect my property insurance?

The Ontario Heritage Trust maintains the Ontario Heritage Act
Register and has records of all heritage conservation districts in the
province. Visit BuildBrantford.ca/HCDConsultation for links.

The Trust also maintains a Heritage Conservation District webpage
that notes there were 134 heritage conservation districts in Ontario
as of March 2020.

Staff will outline the level of interest and would request a project
budget from Council. Then, if Council provides direction to proceed,
the project team would establish a project work plan and continue
working with the neighbourhood through the designation process,
including the preparation of a heritage conservation district plan.

How can | get more information about this project
and see what my neighbourhood’s response rate
is?

Visit the project webpage BuildBrantford.ca/HCDConsultation.

Staff will keep the project webpage updated once results are
reviewed and the reports are prepared to summarize the results.

A heritage conservation district should not increase your insurance
costs. Some insurance providers may choose not to insure buildings
over a certain age or they may have questions about the type of wiring
(e.g. knob and tube), lead waterlines, or the age of some appliances
like a furnace or boiler.

We have received questions about fire damage, new construction, and
total losses in the past too: Heritage Conservation District designation
does not require that a building be restored exactly as it
appeared.

The Government of Ontario also has an webpage on heritage
properties and insurance; visit BuildBrantford.ca/HCDConsultation
for a link.
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