
Appendix E: Nomination Package for Rick Mannen 

Nominee’s Name: 

Rick Mannen 

In what way has the nominee brought local, regional, provincial or 

national recognition to the City of Brantford? 

For the past 50+ years, Rick has brought local, regional, provincial, national & 

international recognition to the City of Brantford for the following 3 key factors; 

1) Success In Athletics 

• selected for the Canadian Team at the 1987 IAAF World Cup Marathon 

Championship in Seoul, South Korea, finishing 57th overall, 2nd Canadian on 

team, in a lifetime best time of 2:19:00 

• selected for the Canadian Team at the 1990 Pacific Rim Marathon 

Championships, Long Beach, CA. 

• winner of seven international marathons including Hong Kong, Toronto, Buffalo, 

Niagara Falls  

• Ontario Provincial Marathon Champion 1986 

• podium finishes in other international marathons in Barbados, Houston, Austin, 

Detroit and Columbus 

• was ranked among the top ten marathoners in Canada 1984-1995 

• inducted into the Brantford & Area Sports Hall of Recognition 

• ran over 200,000 kms, mostly on Brantford’s sidewalks, streets & trails  

• 1975, member of a four-man relay team who set a new Canadian record in the 

junior & juvenile men’s 4 x 800m relay  

• while attending high school at PJCVS, set school track records in the middle 

distances that remain unbroken 48 years later, won district championships and 

qualified for Provincial championships 

 

2) Innate Ability and Dedication To Give Back To His Community 



• has always recognized & appreciated what other individuals & organizations 

have done to support him in his endeavours & has always taken a strong 

ownership to volunteering & giving back to his community 

• beginning in high school & spanning over 50 years, Rick has volunteered in 

various capacities for:  

o Past - Brantford Track & Field Club. Brantford Rotary Classic Road Races, 

Heart & Stroke Association Mother-Daughter Walk, Ride, Walk & Run with 

Rick Mannen, Brant United Way, Boston Memory Run, Wayne Gretzky 

Sports Centre Grand Reopening, Brantford Sports Council, Brantford’s 

annual Canada Day Community Celebration. Winter Olympics Torch Run 

Relay Brantford Celebration, Brantford Tournament of Races, Brantford 

Run for Arts, Pan Para Games Torch Relay Run Brantford Celebration, 

Trans Canada Trail Reopening Brantford Celebration, Riverfest/Run for 

the River 

o Present - Brantford & Area Sports Hall of Recognition, Frank Tomlin 

Memorial Sportsperson of the Year, founding member of “Free Sport for 

Growth”, an initiative to assist and encourage youth to play sports & gain 

the personal growth opportunities benefits 

3) Success At Coaching 

• since 2012 to present, coached hundreds of distance runners from the beginner 

to Olympic level including;  

• Brantford’s Krista DuChene, Canadian Team Member: 2012 International Ekiden 

Distance Relay - Chiba, Japan, 2013 World Track & Field Championships -

Moscow, Russia, 2016 Olympics – Rio De Janeiro 

• Kip Kangogo, Canadian Team Member 2015 Pan American Games 

• selected Team Coach for Canadian team - 2012 International Ekiden Relay in 

Chiba, Japan 

• attained Chartered Professional Coaching designation with Coaches of Canada 

Rick Mannen Special Awards and Designations: 

• Volunteer Impact Award for the City of Brantford - 2023 

• Queen Elizabeth II Golden, Diamond & Platinum Jubilee Medal recipient for 

service to community – 2002, 2012 & 2022 respectively 

• George Jones Memorial Award for Lifetime Volunteerism from the Brantford 

Sports Council – 2016 (co-recipient with wife – Josie) 



• Award of Merit recipient from the Walter Gretzky CNIB Celebrity Golf 

Tournament for achievement in distance running and a resident who represents 

the City with dignity and class - 2004 

• Paul Harris Fellow designation from the Rotary Club for “Service Above Self” – 

2002 

• President’s Award for outstanding contribution as Chair of the Mother/Daughter 

Walk for Heart and Stroke - 2002 

• Co-Nominee with wife Josie – Brantford Citizen of the Year – 2001 

• Brantford Minor Sports President’s Award in recognition of community 

involvement - 2001 

• Henry Killingbeck Memorial Outstanding Young Citizen Award - 1990 

• Celebration Canada Medal Recipient sponsored by the Government of Canada 

for Outstanding Contribution to Sports in Canada - 1988 

• Inducted into the Brantford and Area Sports Hall of Recognition – 1987 

• Frank Tomlin Memorial Sportsperson of the Year - 1985 

• Expositor Track and Field Athlete of the Year – 1984 

• Expositor Track and Field Athlete of the Year – 1975 

Please describe nominee’s biographical information and his or her 

connection to the City and its historic or contemporary development 

(i.e. the nominee was born here, lived here during a formative time in 

their career, etc.) 

Rick has always been a proud ambassador to his country, province and Brantford, 

proudly promoting his community wherever he has travelled. His biographical 

information and connection to the City and its historic or contemporary development are 

as follows; 

• born in Brantford in 1957 

• lived in the City until his family moved to a farm in the village of Onondaga, Brant 

County when he was one year old 

• his family moved back to Brantford when he was nine years old and he lived in 

the City for all of his athletic success & most of his volunteerism 

• moved back to the County of Brant just outside the City limits in 1999 and 

presently resides there 



• entire working career was spent working in administrative and management 

positions for companies within the City of Brantford including Domtar 

Construction Materials, DistribuTech and Exel (operating P&G’s national 

distribution centre) 

• was instrumental in developing an active workplace community involvement 

committee in all the companies he worked for and always encouraged his 

companies and employees to be good community leaders 

• founding member of the Brantford Rotary Classic Run in 1983 which will 

celebrate its 40th anniversary in 2024 & has raised in excess of $1.2 million for 

programs and services offered by Lansdowne Children’s Centre and the Boys 

and Girls Club of Brantford 

• co-founder of the Brantford Tournament of Races in 2011-2012, the intent of the 

series of road races was to raise funds for local charities and to help promote the 

tourist attractions and businesses of Brantford’s downtown 

• Rick remembers frequenting the downtown open air Brantford Market Square 

with his family as a youngster and being treated to fries from the original Stan’s 

French Fry stand and all the original downtown business that were so successful 

before the growth of mall developments 

• worked at Domtar (previously known as Brantford Roofing and later known as 

Northern Globe) for over 20 years before the company declared bankruptcy. Rick 

always had a proud connection to the history of roofing company as the business 

began in early 1900’s and was one of the first roofing manufacturers in North 

America and one of the original investors in the company was the Cockshutt 

family. The location on Sydenham Street is now one of the Brantford historic 

brownfield sites 

• He was a longstanding member of the original downtown YM/YWCA on Queen 

Street and strongly believes in what the institution represents 

Why is it important to recognize the nominee as part of Prominence 

Point? What is exceptional about this individual’s contribution to the 

City of Brantford? 

I believe it is important to honour Rick in the Prominence Point Program because he 

has made and continues to make an outstanding volunteer contribution to the 

community and achieved significant local, regional, national and international 

recognition as an athlete and as a coach. Because Rick was born, raised, worked and 

trained in Brantford and the immediate area his entire life, he has always had a very 

strong proud and passionate connection to Brantford. He knows many individuals and 



organizations in Brantford have mentored him and contributed to his success in life and 

helped make him the person he is today. He is also very humbled when someone 

recognizes him with some form or recognition or mentions to him that he has provided 

inspiration to someone in need. 

Name of Nominator 

Josie Mannen 

Additional Material  

Figure 1: Image of the Nominee provided by the Nominator 

 



Figure 2: News Article - 1987 Hong Kong International Marathon Results 

 



 


